Not a Restoration.... But Preservation....

Sometimes one is called upon to offer their services and they don’t exactly match the
ones that we specifically are trained for or are generally called upon for. Such is the case
with this particular job.

I was contacted by an individual who was interested in seeing if two watches that she and
her husband uncovered buried in the sand and under some 50 feet of water in the Gulf of
Mexico could be restored into working condition. The site was the wreck of the S.S. New
York. I was immediately intrigued and inspired. What student of history would not be
intrigued by an artifact submersed in the ocean for over 150 years?

Once the package arrived, I was excited to say the least....but with trepidation. Upon
examination of the two watches, it was clear that the salt water had done all it could do to
render the two pieces irreparable. All steel parts were literally rendered “mush”.
Financially, it was not prudent to take the job on by either myself or my customer. After
lengthy deliberation, it was determined that the best option was to preserve the watches in
an “as found” condition. One of the watches had, prior to my request for assistance, had
been cleaned and disassembled. The other watch, a continental verge escapement fusee,
was left as it was found on the ocean floor.

The following images offer what went into the shadow boxes that have become part of
the collection destined for the museum in Galveston, TX.
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The Fateful Hour

The above gentleman’s pocket watch was discovered at the site of a ship wreck, The 8.8,
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Sometimes a restoration does not take you where you think it will and this particular job
offered just that type of trek.... Even thought I was not feasible to “re-build” both
watches to their original condition, it was thoroughly satisfying to offer a visual display
and offer future generations what style and type of watch was aboard the ship, S.S. New
York at the time of it’s sinking.



